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5 Hotel Bastion
Zadar, Croatia

In the historic heart of the city, Bastion
is a stone’s throw from the remains of
the 13th-century fortress. Gleaming
chequerboard floors give the lobby and
bar an elegant, retro feel, though the 28
bedrooms, with exposed stone walls and
muted decor, are more neutral. There’s
also a lovely outdoor terrace and the
Castello spa is one of the best in the city.
Details B&B doubles cost from £152 (00
385 23 494 950, hotel-bastion.hr).
Ryanair (ryanair.com) flies to Zadar from
Stansted and Liverpool

6 Hotel Kotoni
Tirana, Albania

Another good option for a boutique
stay in Tirana, the Kotoni has 23 rooms
in the classic Albanian cream-and-coffee
palette. Bedrooms are unfussy without
being stark, the marble-clad bathrooms
have a sleek feel, and the restaurant
does a good line in traditional Albanian
dishes, which can be eaten on the
spacious terrace on sunny days. The
location is excellent, with all the city’s
main sights, such as the national art
gallery, easily reachable on foot.
Details B&B doubles are from £92
(00 355 4 2274 888, hotelkotoni.com).
British Airways (ba.com) flies from
Heathrow to Tirana
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7 Palazzo Radomiri
Dobrota, Montenegro

Right on the waterfront in sleepy
Dobrota, Radomiri is an 18th-century
mansion that has been converted into
Montenegro’s only “historic hotel”.
There’s a delightfully tranquil feel to the
place, with cobbled terraces shaded by
flowering shrubs and trees, and cosy
rooms with exposed stone walls and
elegant, antique-style furniture.
Details B&B doubles are from £111
B&B (00 382 32 333 172,
palazzoradomiri.com). Montenegro
Airlines (0207 8644 031,
montenegroairlines.com) flies from
Heathrow to Tivat, nine miles away

8 Studio Hotel
Veliko Tarnovo, Bulgaria

At the budget end of the boutique
spectrum, Studio is a fun, 13-room hotel
that is excellent value. Veliko Tarnovo
was the medieval capital of Bulgaria;
rooms 7 and 8 have spectacular views of
the 12th-century Tsarevets Fortress.
If the weather is good, the summer
garden is a lovely spot for an alfresco
dinner, and the rooftop terrace is ideal
for sundowners.
Details B&B doubles are from £33 (00
359 62 60 40 10, studiohotel-vt.com).
Ryanair (ryanair.com) flies to Plovdiv, 110
miles away; for trains transfers (bdz.bg)

9 Hotel Hippocampus
Kotor, Montenegro

One of the newer kids on the boutique
block, Hippocampus is in the heart of
Kotor’s charming old town; a medieval
stone house that has been converted into
a seven-room hotel. The eclectic style —
antique pieces alongside contemporary
furniture — works well, and the seven
rooms have a quirky, cheerful feel.
Dinners can be taken in the courtyard
garden or the rooftop terrace.
Details B&B doubles are from
£136 (00 382 78 106 160,
hotelhippocampus.com). Montenegro
Airlines (020 7864 4031,
montenegroairlines.com) flies to Tivat,
seven miles away

10 Hotel Marmont
Split, Croatia

Hidden behind carefully restored
15th-century walls, Marmont is a slick,
contemporary-style hotel with 21
cocoa-and-cream bedrooms. Its
location, in the pedestrian-only old
town, is fabulous and there’s a terrace
with views across the rooftops, with wide
rattan sofas. There is no hotel restaurant
but there are plenty near by.
Details Room-only doubles are from
£187 (00 385 21 308 060,
marmonthotel.com). Easyjet
(easyjet.com) flies to Split

11 Villa Montenegro
Sveti Stefan, Montenegro

Re-opened after a revamp, this hotel
overlooks Sveti Stefan’s small island. The
12 rooms are spacious and comfortable,
and the wide terraces and pool area
ensure the villa never feels crowded.
Stroll across the causeway to explore the
lattice of shady streets on the island and
return to the mainland for a candlelit
supper at the hotel.
Details B&B doubles are from £213
(00 382 33 468 802,
villa-montenegro.com). Montenegro
Airlines (montenegroairlines.com)
flies to Tivat, 20 miles away

12 Hotel Townhouse 27
Belgrade, Serbia

A chic 1920s townhouse converted into
a 21-room urban retreat, Townhouse 27
has a masculine style of decor — lots of
muted browns and beiges — lifted by
sculptures, paintings and photographs by
the renowned Serbian artist Gabriel
Glid. It’s on a quiet street in the old town
— with wide boulevards, smoky cafés,
and art nouveau and Habsburg-era
architecture all an easy stroll away.
Don’t miss the royal palace.
Details B&B doubles are from £173 (00
381 11 20 22 900, townhouse27.com).
Wizzair (wizzair.com) flies to Belgrade
from Luton
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